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April 15, 2021 
 
Senator Dennis Baxley 
322 Senate Building 
404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100 
 
The school board members of the Hernando School District would like to express its opposition to 
Senate Bill 86, which would make a detrimental change to the funding the Bright Futures Scholarship 
program that would have far-reaching consequences for students in the state of Florida.  
 

Although Senate Bill 86 has been revised and no longer targets eligibility to specific majors, this 

amended version leaves the amount of the scholarship awards undetermined each year. Currently, 

students who qualify for Bright Futures are awarded 75 percent or 100 percent of their tuition and fees 

to be covered each year. Under Senate Bill 86, these percentages would be removed and the 

scholarship amount would be at risk for cuts every fiscal year, depending on funding available from the 

state budget.  

 

We believe this uncertainty would leave Florida students and families uneasy in their college planning, 

especially when the scholarship award amount can differ greatly from one year to the next. If students 

are not sure whether the Bright Futures Scholarship money will be there for them each year, they may 

not take advantage of this wonderful scholarship program, and instead choose an out-of-state college 

that may offer a better financial plan for them. Our state’s economy is likely to feel the loss of these 

smart and talented students who choose to leave the state for college.  

 

In Hernando County, almost 300 students apply for the Bright Futures Scholarship each year.  These 

students work hard to satisfy current academic and community service requirements. For most of these 

students, this scholarship is the only way they can afford to attend one of Florida’s many outstanding 

colleges and universities. As a school board, we advocate for all of the students in Hernando County 

and understanding that our current poverty rate is at 14%, we cannot support any effort that may result 

in fewer students being able to pursue a college education.    

 

For this reason, the Hernando School Board does not support Senate Bill 86 and urges the Florida 
House of Representatives to reject the bill and keep the Bright Futures program funding as it is.  
 


